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December 10, 2012

Dear Administrator Jackson:

We urge the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to take the necessary steps to protect our nation's
most vulnerable by issuing the strongest particulate matter 2.5 (PMy 5) standards supported by the
science. Despite the progress made under the Clean Air Act, millions of Americans still breathe
unhealthy air.

Research shows that air pollution harms some communities more than others. A 2011 report by the CDC
highlights that Latinos, Blacks, Asians and Pacific Islanders are more likely to live in areas where air
pollution fails to meet national standards. Studies repeatedly found lower income or education levels
linked to increased risk of premature death from particulate matter.

The current, out-of-date standards fail to protect public health, especially the health of people with lung
disease, heart disease, or diabetes, children and the elderly and low income Americans and communities
of color who bear the greatest burden from air pollution.

The historically marginalized communities many of us represent stand to benefit the most if the
EPA takes the following steps:

* Reduces the annual PM; s standard to 11 micrograms per cubic meter

¢ Reduces the 24-hr PM; 5 standard to 25 micrograms per cubic meter

* Requires an expanded network of PM monitors near major roadways
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Because of the disproportionate impact of pollution on low-income communities of color, we encourage
EPA to enact these safeguards to reduce the number of hospital admissions, emergency room visits and
premature deaths related to cardiovascular and respiratory complications.

According to the American Lung Association and based on extensive scientific evidence, stronger
particle pollution standards will protect vulnerable groups and prevent hundreds of thousands of
illnesses and tens of thousands of premature deaths each year. Not only does this make good moral
sense, it makes fiscal sense as well.

In the spirit of Executive Order 12898, we urge your Agency to stand with us and the
communities and organizations we represent in support of strengthening both the annual and
daily standards because everyone deserves a chance to breathe healthy air.
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cc: Gina McCarthy
AA for the Office of Air and Radiation



